
 

 

 

 
Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

Our annual Open Morning, held on Saturday, last week showcased the very best of the Royal Russell            
community. We welcomed over 300 families to the Senior School with a further 90 attending in the Junior School 
and gave our visitors a wonderful Royal Russell experience. I would like to thank all of the pupils who               
participated as guides, in sports fixtures or as part of the many activities we were running and all the staff for the 
hard work in ensuring the day ran smoothly. I would also like to thank our Parent Ambassadors who spoke so 
warmly with our guests. The messages that I have received confirm that Royal Russell is very much the family 
School of choice. There were so many positive components, it is perhaps unfair to pick out individuals but I 
would want to mention Francis Tully, Joy Eden and Kevin Ai who gave such positive tours as Year 8 guides, that 
the families sought me out to ask me to pass on their thanks to them.  
 

Last Saturday we also had delegates out at Reigate at the start of our MUN season, and it was pleasing to hear 
that Rita Nzewi and Khadijah Mustapha chaired their committees with great success and Pippa Messent Watling 
won a óHighly Commendable Delegateô award.  
 

On Sunday, the boarders enjoyed an excellent trip to Leeds Castle to complete a busy weekend. 
 

Our Sport teams continue to make excellent progress and I was delighted to see results from our netballers at 
Sutton High and our basketballers at Dulwich College who both recorded good wins. We have a number of       
fixtures tomorrow, please check our Sport Website here for full details. 
 

On Thursday, we celebrated the European Day of Languages in the Library with a series of pupil presentations 
followed by Mr Schwebs giving his views on German efficiency! My congratulations to all pupils and staff        
involved.  
 

On Thursday evening, we welcomed our new parents to Great Hall for a reception to meet with Tutors and catch 
up on the first busy four weeks of term. It was great to hear many positive comments at this evening about how 
well our new pupils have settled in to Royal Russell life.  
 

This afternoon, I have sent term dates for the year ahead to all Senior School parents. These can be found on 
the Parent Portal and on our website here. 
 

Included in this newsletter is a reminder of the E-safety evening to be held in Great Hall on Monday 12th October. 
This will be a one hour presentation from 7.00pm to 8.00pm. Full details are enclosed.  
 

Looking ahead next Tuesday is our Sixth Form Open Evening from 6.45pm in Great Hall. All of our current     
Year 11 pupils and parents are invited to attend.  
 

At our Assembly this afternoon, I was delighted to announce that the following Year 12 pupils have been awarded 

Sixth Form Academic Scholarships after their outstanding GCSE results: 
 

Ayo Adeogba  Ella Armitage  Connie Chandler   

Zachary Dhanoo  Robin Didier  Aisha Dosanjh    

Alex Jenkins  Jing Lu   Rhys Norrington-Davies  

Scott Stephens  
 

Our Assembly closed with Alex Franklin playing óthe wit and the wisdom of the nightô. 
 

With Best Wishes, 

 Headmasterôs Weekly 

Newsletter   

2 October 2015                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Chris Hutchinson  

Headmaster 

http://www.royalrussellsport.co.uk/
https://royalrussell.fluencycms.co.uk/Term-Dates
http://www.royalrussell.co.uk/


 

 

 

From the Chapel  
 

School services  

In Chapel this week the School heard of the miraculous birth of the Church at Pentecost when the 
apostles from Galilee spoke to fellow Jews, who were visiting Jerusalem from other countries. In their 
own languages these pilgrims heard of óthe marvels of Godô. Girls of the Modern Languages             
Department then greeted us in several European languages before The Lordôs Prayer was said in 
French. 

Explore Christianity 

Appropriately on 29th September, the annual day for honouring St Michael and All Angels, the topic for 
discussion was angels ï who they are and what they do. 

Answer to Chapel Quiz 52:  

A fish has been a symbol of Christ ever since early Christians, persecuted in Rome, needed a sign of 
identity. The Greek word for fish ï ICTHUS ï is an acronym for I [Jesus] C [Christ] TH [of God] U [Son] 
S [Saviour]. 

Chapel Quiz 53:  

What is the meaning of this cryptic rebus which appears in two different forms? Both consist of a      
symmetrical combination of five words, each of five letters, the whole forming a square which can be 
read in four different directions. Prizes to the pupils with the best answer. 

              ROTAS   SATOR 
              OPERA   AREPO 
              TENET   TENET 
              AREPO   OPERA 
              SATOR   ROTAS  
 

Bible Quote of the Week  

Jesus said to a rich young man, "If you wish to be perfect, go and sell your possessions and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." [Matthew 19:21] 

These words were interpreted literally by St Francis of Assisi. 
 

This Sunday 

October 4th We celebrate St Francis of Assisi with Choral Evensong, 
5.45 ï 6.30 p.m.. 

The Choristers, Choral Society and Barbershop will sing the        
canticles to music by Statham in E minor and Charles Woodôs       
anthem, O Thou the Central Orb.  

There will be post ïChapel refreshments. All welcome.  

Pupils should wear School uniform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Francis in Glory (1440) by Sassetta 

 



 

 

Assembly Awards

 

 

The Chemistry Department was delighted to award its first batch of óCopper Chemistô awards in     
Assembly today. These awards are given for the promotion of Chemistry in the wider community, not 
just in lessons.  

These pupils will now start working towards their óSilver and Gold Chemistô awards. 

NAME HOUSE 

Amisha Agrawal Buchanan 

Jiayi Cai Queenôs 

Hongzhang Chen (Tommy) Oxford 

Aisha Dosanjh Buchanan 

James Frewer Madden 

Amelia Hennessy Hollenden 

Alexander Jenkins Keable 

Paula Lago Burity Queenôs 

Tsz Wai Pang (Angel) Queenôs 

Charlotte Tebbutt Buchanan 

Ming Chun Tong (Carlos) Oxford 

Pak Long Ung (Parco) Cambridge 

Congratulations to you all. 

MUN Awards were also presented at Assembly this afternoon. Nine Royal Russell students attended 
the Reigate MUN Conference last Saturday. Rita and Khadijah had been asked to chair their       
committee and they did a fantastic job.  

All of the students spoke in their committee, but special mention needs to be made of Philippa     
Messent Watling who won óHighly Commended Delegateô. 

NAME HOUSE    

Khadijah Mustapha Queenôs 

Rita Nzewi Hollenden 

Philippa Messent Watling Reade 

Well done to you all. 



 

 

Historical Society 

Literature Through the Ages: Invaluable Source or Misleading                    

Documentation?    

This week the History Society engaged in a stimulating debate about the value of literature as a source for 
historical research and analysis.  
Bartholomew Konechni led the discussion pointing towards the work of Steinbeck, specifically looking at 
Steinbeckôs novel The Grapes of Wrath, and how he gives an almost unique insight into perceptions of 
and standards of living for those who had to migrate from the mid-West to the west coast of America      
during the Great Depression which followed the Wall Street Crash of 1929. However Konechni qualified 
his comments by saying the historicised fiction was a highly unreliable source, looking specifically into      
Shakespeareôs Antony and Cleopatra and the undue influence of Plutarch on Shakespeareôs knowledge 
and understanding of the Classical world. Indeed as Konechni pointed out so eloquently ñThe fictionalised 
histories of writers like Shakespeare and Walters tells us more about the views and opinions                  
contemporaneous to that writer that it does about the period concerned.ò               
But Konechni faced stern opposition to his views from such titans of the Historical Society as Nikolai      
Brennan and Georgia Covill. Both felt that the providence of almost all literature is over influenced by the 
perceptions of that single writer and so cannot possibly be seen to reflect the wider situation. As Brennan 
so aptly pointed out ñThe craft of the author is not that of the statistician or the scientist. Ultimately all     
writers are subjective in their analysis of contemporaneous historical events. Were this not enough one 
ought to consider that the aim of the writer is often commercial and so literature can be seen as a source 
of entertainment rather than information.ò  
After a fierce and passionate debate the Historical Society agreed that literature does have its value as 
evidence for historical research and inquiry, however this was tempered by the statement that all sources 
should be cross referenced against the known facts before they are accepted as reliable.   
 

Bart Konechni 

 

Historical Society aims to meet every half term 
to debate controversial issues in history from 
any time period.  
It is student led and any student in Years 10,11, 
12 and 13 are welcome to join.  
We will also be running trips to see a variety of 
historians speak. In November we will be going 
to see David Starkey, Fellow at Fitzwilliam      
College, Cambridge, John Guy, author of Tudor 
England and John Morrill, Cambridge University 
Professor of British and Irish History.  
 

If you are interested in joining the Historical    
Society please see Ms Worsfold, Head of      
History.  



 

 

Library News 
European Day of Languages 
 

We celebrated European Day of Languages in the Library this week with a whistle-stop tour of France, 

Germany, Spain, Hungary, Romania and Greece! 

Pupils and staff presented us with some interesting background to European culture and literature and 

even managed to teach us a few useful holiday phrases.   

 

 

Jordan and Rita started with a very              

informative presentation on Victor Hugoôs 

ñLes Miserablesò and explained how the 

themes in his work are still relevant today.  

 

 

 

 

 

We then journeyed over The        

Pyrenees to Spain where Eden told 

us about Spanish traditions, culture 

and food as well as the famous     

tomato-based festival ï La Tomatina 

ï held in Valencia each year. 

 

 

We were lucky enough to 

have Mr Schwebs ï our     

German Hockey coach ï 

talk to us about Germany 

with an amusing anecdote 

about German motorways.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Continuing on the Autobahn we travelled 

through Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, 

Montenegro and Albania before finally   

arriving in Greece.  Christos taught us 

some very useful phrases which we may 

need on our next holiday.   

 

 

 

 

 

A short hop through Bulgaria brought us to 

Romania where Bogdanôs presentation      

included some wonderful pictures of the 

beautiful Romanian countryside and the 

3500-year old underground Scarisoara     

glacier.   

 

 

The final destination in our European tour was    

Hungary.  Sadly, we ran out of time to hear some 

useful Hungarian phrases, but Peter ended the 

presentation very nicely by thanking everyone, in 

Hungarian,  for coming and taking part. 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to the staff and students who worked very hard to produce some really entertaining 

presentations on their country of choice.   

The powerpoint presentations for each country are available on the Libraryôs intranet page for anyone who 

would like to view them again. 

We will be celebrating National Poetry Day, next Thursday, 8th October.  This yearôs theme is ñLightò and 

we invite pupils to come and read a poem in the Library at lunchtime ï if you are interested, please see 

Mrs Colyer or Mrs Harris. 

 

 

 



 

 

Boarders Visit to Leeds Castle 
The boarders took a sojourn in the Kent countryside looking around the beautiful castle and gardens at 
Leeds Castle.  

The students as always were enthusiastic and took time to revel in the glorious sunshine, and even the 
queue for the castle failed to dampen their enthusiasm. 

 



 

 

Reigate Grammar MUN 

Last weekend, eight pupils went to Reigate Grammar to take part in the first MUN conference of the      
season.  

Experienced MUNers Rita and Khadijah were invited to chair committees and they carried this off with 
great success, showing not only detailed understanding of procedure but also encouraging less             
experienced delegates to participate.  

Our two delegations (North Korea and Rwanda) got stuck into lobbying and fully immersed themselves in 
their roles - perhaps a little too much in the case of DPRK! Our two new delegates Scott and Valerie didn't 
know what to expect at the start of the 
day but by Closing Ceremonies they had 
been won over.  

A special mention must go to Pippa, who 
was only one of a handful of pupils to 
win the Highly Commendable Delegate 
award and also had her resolution        
debated in GA.  

A brilliant day ahead of RRIMUN which 
is only three weeks away.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Geography Department       
óMy Placeô Calendar 

Cameras have been clicking frantically as Year 7 students have been vying for a top 12 place in the 2016 
Royal Russell óMy Placeô Calendar. 
 
The vast range of entries, all interpreting the theme of óMy Placeô, were initially judged by Sixth Form      
Geography students and then those vital top 20 images then inspired parents to vote during Open      
Morning.  
 
The images prompted lots of discussion as students Geographical experiences were revealed from as 
near as the locality of their back garden to distant mountain ranges and lakes. All year 7ôs showed great 
enthusiasm taking part with entries that were quirky, comical, sporty, tranquil and much moreé Well done!  
 
When printing is finalised, the Calendar will be on sale from the Main School Reception and all proceeds 
will go to a nominated charity. 
 
The overall winner was Servaise 
Ratnayake 7Q, whose photo is 
shown here. 
 
The other winning 11 entries to        
produce a calendar are from:- 
 
 

* Azra Colak 7R 

* Caitlin Chacksfield 7R 

* Sienna Truter 7S 

* Ziggy Harrison 7R 

* Chae Min Cho 7S 

* Rebecca Ward 7R 

* Jack Henry Francis 7P 

* Lucia Hart 7Q 

* Ellie Baker 7R 

* Annabel Plant 7P 

* Elesha Jepson 7S 

 
Well done to you all! 
 

 



 

 

 Where in the World...? 
 

This weekôs competition picture is shown below.   
 
The rules are the same as before, you may email one entry per person, and you only need to name the 
country you believe this picture was taken.   
 
All entries should be emailed to mparham@royalrussell.co.uk  
 
The winner will be selected from the correct entries and will be published in the newsletter next week. 
 

Use the following clues to help you find the answeré. 
 
 
 

¶ 12.2% of the people in this country are Buddhist. 

 

¶ One of the minority languages in this country is Cham. 

 

¶ Average temperature in July in this country is 29oC.  

 

¶ The population of this country in 2000 was approximately 78 million.  

mailto:mparham@royalrussell.co.uk
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